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STATE OF NEW MEXICO) 
CITY OF CLOVIS  ) ss. 
 
The City of Clovis Lodger's Tax Advisory Board met at 5:30 p.m., Tuesday, October 2, 2018 in the 
Assembly Room of the Bert Cabiness City Government Center, 321 N. Connelly, in full conformity with 
the laws of the State of New Mexico and the ordinances and resolutions of said city with the following 
members present: 
 
 Girish Pandya 
 Thomas Martin, Chairman 
 Bill Bargman 
 Freddy Bryant 
 
EX-OFFICIO ABSENT: Mayor Pro Tem Juan Garza 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Claire Burroughes, Assistant City Manager 
 Vicki Reyes, Assistant City Clerk 
 LeighAnn Melancon, Finance Director 
 Members of the public 
 
Mr. Martin called the meeting to order at 5:39 p.m. and established the presence of a quorum. 
 
Agenda Item No. 3 - Approval of minutes of July 10, 2018 

Mr. Bargman made a motion to approve the minutes of July 10, 2018 as presented; Commissioner 

Bryant seconded the motion, which passed by acclamation. 

Agenda Item No. 4 – Review of applications for Lodger’s Tax Funds 

100th State Convention     $10,000 

Mr. Thomas Creehan stated it would be Post 25’s centennial.  They have 300-400 people that will attend 

and will block 250 rooms in various hotels.  Their host hotel will be Days Inn & Suites.  They will have 

various events going on all week.  They will also have a Fourth of July Parade.  The money from lodger’s 

tax will be used for the items they put in their goodie bags.  Mr. Martin stated the advertising plan and 

budget was not filled out.  Mr. Creehan stated they were still putting that together.  They advertise 

through the different American Legions.  They’ve held this conference for a number of years in Clovis.  

Mr. Bargman asked if they tried to get any outside items for the one that happened 10 years ago.  Mr. 

Creehan stated his predecessors did not feel the need to ask for Lodger’s Tax.  Mr. Pandya stated it 

would help them if they had some kind of amount for advertising.  Mr. Martin stated their application is 

in early enough that they could come back at the January meeting.  If they could have the plan and 

budget filled out it would help them more.   Mr. Bryant asked if they would have t-shirts available.  Mr. 

Creehan stated any t-shirts they have will be sold and not given away.  Mr. Martin stated they should 

come back at the next meeting with their advertising plan and budget completed. 

Chamber of Commerce 

2019 Albuquerque or Lubbock Visitors Guide  $6,900 



 

2 
 

Ms. Kos stated they have never asked for this before.  They are asking to have additional funds to 

advertise in Lubbock and/or Albuquerque.  They would like to cross-promote with Lubbock and would 

like to advertise in Albuquerque during the Balloon Fiesta.  Mr. Martin asked what the cost was for each.  

Ms. Kim Tipton stated she received the rates for Lubbock the day after the applications were due.  Ms. 

Kos stated they would use the money and split it with smaller ads in both Lubbock and Albuquerque 

magazines. Mr. Pandya asked if they had any additional funding sources.  Ms. Kos stated this year they 

didn’t because of the timing but next year they can ask for New Mexico True funding.  Mr. Pandya asked 

what the total cost was for both ads.  Ms. Kos stated it would depend on what size ad they decide to go 

with.   

Production of City of Clovis Map   $4,000 

Ms.  Kos stated the commission asked for this to be brought back after the last lodger’s tax allocations 

was approved.  She stated 2012 was the last time they ordered maps.  Mr. Martin asked what the 

money would cover.  Ms. Kos stated the map they purchased last time was $500.  The $4,000 would 

cover the cost of the map and printing.  Mr. Martin asked about the trifold map brochure.  Ms. Kos 

stated that was brought before the board last time, but the tear off map is more cost effective.  She 

stated they could get more maps with the tear off maps.  She stated it also shows local attractions on 

the maps.  Mr. Bryant asked if the graphic design artist from Colorado would still be doing artwork.  Ms. 

Kos stated they were not.  Mr. Pandya asked if the chamber would pay 50% of the cost of the maps.  Ms. 

Kos stated they would not.  Mr. Bargman asked if they would be distributed to local hotels.  Ms. Kos 

stated they would be taken a pad of maps each.   

Mr. Pandya stated none of the hotels had anything relating to Clovis.  Ms. Tipton stated she delivered 

Community Profiles to all of the hotels.  Ms. Kos stated the stands that are at the hotels with brochures 

belong to a company that fills them with brochures from other communities and they don't like to 

include local attractions.  Mr. Pandya stated franchise hotels do not allow pamphlets in their rooms, but 

they can be left at the front desk.  Mr. Martin stated they could discuss this later in the meeting. 

Promotion of 2019 Pioneer Days   $5,000 

Ms. Kos stated this will help with the Chamber’s budget process.  They have flyers and posters that are 

related to Pioneer Days.  Mr. Martin asked if next years would start on Wednesday as well.  Ms. Kos 

stated it was all up in the air right now.  Mr. Pandya stated it was not fair to take everything from the 

Lodger’s Tax Board when they have chamber members that could be contributing.   

Christmas Light Parade     $6,000 

Ms. Pellegrino-Spear stated they have added more events.  They included the Downtown Merchant 

Days, photos with Santa and the Christmas reading and open house at the library.  Last years Christmas 

Parade was the largest they have ever had.  They want to start marketing this month if possible.  Last 

year it was estimated that there were 10,000 people at the parade and had the most float entries in 

eight years.  They ran a few social media surveys and they had 16% attendees that lived outside of 

Clovis.  They had 31% of the attendees that had only attended the parade once or twice.  They have 

been told that this is the 2nd largest parade in the State.  Mr. Martin asked if she received feedback from 

the businesses that stayed open.  Ms. Pellegrino-Spear stated she received positive feedback that they 

had an increase in sales.  Mr. Martin asked if the trophies have Clovis on them.  Ms. Pellegrino-Spear 
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stated they will say Clovis, New Mexico.  Mr. Martin asked what the photographer was for.  Ms. 

Pellegrino-Spear stated that was a free option to any patrons that wanted pictures with Santa and Mrs. 

Claus at the Railroad Park.  She stated they could print the pictures with Clovis, New Mexico on them.  

Ms. Melancon stated they couldn’t pay the photographer, but she could research paying for the prints.  

Mr. Bryant asked what the prizes were.  Ms. Pellegrino-Spear stated last year they gave bells that were 

engraved, a couple of train sets and copies of the book and movie of the Polar Express.  Ms. Burroughes 

stated the library was completely full that day.  Mr. Bryant asked how many years they have been doing 

this.  Ms. Burroughes stated this was the first year they have done this in this format.   

Force of One Fight Championships #5   $16,500 

Mr. Eric Suan thanked the board for funding their marketing for the shows at the Civic Center.  He 

showed a video to the board.  They have people that start arriving the Friday before the fight.  He stated 

the fighters usually bring 2-3 people to support and then their fan base.  Mr. Pandya asked if they charge 

the fighters to participate.  Mr. Suan stated they do not because they have their own fees to pay.  Mr. 

Pandya asked how he makes a profit.  Mr. Suan stated through ticket sales, which are $25 and $50.  Mr. 

Pandya asked if this was a one day event. Mr. Suan stated they have a weigh in on Friday and the main 

event is on Saturday.  Mr. Martin asked how many fights they would have.  Mr. Suan stated he was 

going to schedule 15-18, but normally has 10.  Mr. Martin asked if he was aware that he could get event 

insurance in case something happens.  Mr. Suan stated they do purchase it for every event.  Mr. Martin 

asked if they covered that for the last event that was postponed.  Mr. Suan stated it did not.  Mr. Martin 

stated t-shirts were listed on the budget.  Mr. Suan stated they are given to the fighters and their 

corners.  They also throw some out to the crowd.  Mr. Martin stated lodger’s tax will pay for any free 

shirts, but not for anything that they will charge a fee on.  Mr. Bargman asked if there was advertising on 

the ticket.  Ms. Melancon stated the logo is on the ticket.  Mr. Suan stated the giveaway bags and the 

equipment they give the fighters also have the logo on them.  

       Request Recommendation 

100th State Convention $10,000 Back in Jan.- more info 

Christmas Light Parade     $6,000  $5,700 

Force of One Fight Championship   $16,500 $6,000 

Chamber of Commerce 

2019 Albuquerque or Lubbock Visitors Guide  $6,900  $2,500 (Lbk only 2/3 page) 

Production of City of Clovis map    $4,000  up to$4,000 (not to exceed 2  

         years supply) 

Promotion of 2019 Pioneer Days   $5,000  $4,000 

TOTAL         $22,200 

Ms. Burroughes stated the Santa Fe Magazines are in all the hotel rooms in Santa Fe so she wasn’t sure 

what the protocol was here.  Mr. Pandya stated it depends on the franchise.  Some will allow magazines, 

but not brochures.  Ms. Burroughes stated the Chamber just purchased the stands from the Thrifty 

Nickel and will be placing brochures in them for the hotels.  Mr. Pandya stated they would need to get 
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permission from the hotels to put their racks in with various brochures.  He stated the stands that are in 

the hotels now get checked once a month.  He asked if the Chamber was going to check on theirs.  Ms. 

Tipton stated she usually calls the hotels, but can go check. She has called to ask if they could put 

profiles in the rooms and they all told her they could.  Mr. Pandya stated he would go with her to talk to 

all of the hotels. He wants to be sure that they do get into all of the hotels. 

Mr. Pandya moved for approval; Mr. Bargman seconded the motion, which passed by acclamation.  

Agenda Item No. 5 - For the good of the order 

Ms. Melancon stated the next meeting would be at 5:15 p.m. Tuesday, January 8th.  Applications will be 

due by 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, January 2nd. 

Agenda Item No. 6 – Adjournment 

There being no further business to come before the commission the meeting adjourned at 7:12 p.m. 


